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"The U-2 Affai
Over Opposit

.Only 10 Men

"Knew About It—- .

Eisenhower Had
Misgivings.

By DAVID WISE and
THOMAS B. ROSS
This is the fourth install-

mert of a candensation of the

hook “The U.2 Affatr” which

- tclls the story behind Amert

can espionage flinhts over
the Sovict Unfon,

Chapter IV
BLACK AS A HAT

THE U-2 was harn in the Inst
days of October 1954 in Room
4E034 in the Pertagon, overiook-
ing the Potomac,

It was the affice af Trevar
Gardner, a 3%.year-old enginecr.
ing prodicy who bad been per-
suaded by President Eisenhower
to join the Govcrrmient in 1633
as o technical adviscr o the

© Air Force on research ard de-

.«\' <
! 14 e ’

velopment, He made a dramatic SN

exit three years [ater when the
Administratioa refused to pro-
vide more morey for hombers
end missiles,

Gardner was & member of o

CLARENCE L. JOHNSON f[left),

¢

r: High-Flying Plane Was Built >
ion in Kelly Johnson’s Skunk Works

%

emall group whick had been yerarch and Development Com- to counter the U-2 in a year or

aponizing over the U-Z since [ vly.
The iden had been brought to |

the Air Force by Clarenwe L.
(Kelly)

Johnson, a Locldssed |

t mand. .

. the Science Advisory Committee,
which had been established by

The proposal was revived by

so, Stil he saw ample reason
i for taking the risk. He was con-
rvinced the Russiank were mak-
.ing significant advances in

vice president snd its chief de- | the White Haise to explore new | bombers and missiles, but he

signer,

{ IN DECEMBER 1§33, 3oty o
‘had begun an investigaidy o
the possibility of increarfag the
performance of his F-If4 jt so
as to gain maximum sltitude
and range for recowraissance
purposes. Ko dec'drl gquickly
that an entirely new pitre micht
be huilt to rsioer 24wl on the
Soviet Union.

On March &, i784 Jo'1son took !
hils design to Gardme and Col. !
Bernard A. ScFfewr Vo was!
Inter to heoove e th T o7 ol
missle ¢ cibamanrd oo AL
Farer. Doy Yhad 44y 600 oré
advico? Tt w e Lt a

_selentific techniques for the Gov-
vernment,

! JOHNSON WAS CALLED back
i t3 Washington on Nov. 19, 1954,
.and questioned in great detail
1by Gardner and the scientists.
He also discussed the project
‘over lunch with Harold Talbott,

‘the Sccretary of the Air Force, |

Allen Dulles, and Richard M.
i Bissell, who had been brought
into the CIA that year as a
troubleshooter and idea mar
Rissell was intrigued by John-
son's proposal and joined forces

| was finding it difficult to per-
suade his boss, Charles E. Wil.
‘son, the Secretary of Defense,

EVERY TIME Gardner would
plead with him for more money,
: Wilson would reply: “You'll nev-
er convince me the Russians are
nine feet tall.”

1 the ‘U-2 were to bring back
, revealing pictures, Gardner rea-
soned, they might spsak a thou-
, sand wads to “Engine Charlie.”

'to Talhotz, He approved the pro-
; grarh in December 1954 and the

@ Lockheed vice president, who designed the U.2, He !
obtained the support of TREVOR GARDNER, & technical adviser, when he first -
ettempted, in 1954, to interast the Air Force in devalopment of the espionage -plane.

g e
¥ EF

FD@nald L. Putt, deputy chief of
'staff for development., Their
jnames were listed on a yellow
'piece of paper. it was called
‘a contro] sheet and it was then !
tthe only wrilten document on |
i the true nature of the U-2,

THE TOP-SECRET control:
sheet gave Johnson the authority |
he nceded. He returned to Cal-
fornia and began to piit the plane
together in hundred-hour work
wecks at his Skunk Works, a
maximum securily plant at Bur-
«bank, where he turned out the
F-80 and F-104. All of the U-2¢,
Loriginally called just “Kelly's .
:plane,” were hand-made at the

His argument was convincing | Skunk Works at 2 cost of about

$850.000 each. :
Two efforts were made to con-

with Gardner and the scientists  money was provided by Wilfred coat the U-2's role as a spy. Tt

i1 pushmg it. A plane that could
Sty at 70,000 feet—Jchnson’s first
gral-was a fantastic idea in

formo’ 1 . 1954, The top operating altitude

Eacle 32 nexeganth 00 <ub1f5 afrcraft at that time was
mittes 2 vl dege e "7 w0 feet. The British had just
plan alv »d g gy ey, et A record-—54,000 feet on
"gra O ey ahin, »omup, But Johnson had dane

G- S | 3N -~ funtastic things before, turning
PR @ty v v o out the F-30. America’s first jot,
e othe, Mg " te, 0 in 141 days in World War 11,
.. cran v ..... Gardner fully expacted the
€t~ Fm- #" e 7 Re tRuseians to develop the means

- J. McNet!, the Pentagon’s comp- '
itroller, The initial outlay wac |
small and Wilson went along:
with the order to build. w
Kaowledge of the operatioe :
was tightly .restricted from the
start. Only 10 men were ad-
mited 15 the secret—thres mem-
bers of the Science Advisory |
Commktee, plus Bissell, Gard. '
ner, Taboit, McNedl, Wilson,
Ceporld N2 han Fo Twining Aje
iEu, 08 cipef of ataff, and (.rn.

was throught at first that the

plane could. be designsd gq.that ._ ..

radar could pot detect it. But
Johnsan couldn't completely car-
ry it off. : -
It was. aiso thought that the
plape might isctude ar automat-
ic destruction device. If the U-2 |
were to develop trouble, it would |
explode automatically, destory-:
ing e plane and kdlling -the i

-
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